Preparing For El Nifio

The following tips are intended to assist Loomis residents and businesses to protect lives and property.
1. Yard Clean-Up Make a general inspection of your entire yard area for dead trees or dead limbs, yard debris, outdoor

furniture, or other objects that could be blown by storm winds. It is important not to over-trim trees as improper pruning
actually leaves trees more vulnerable.

2. Drains and Gutters Make sure all drains and gutters are cleared of debris and functioning properly before the storm
season. Storm water runoff from impermeable surfaces (e.g., roofs, driveways, and patios) should be directed into a
collection system to avoid soil saturation.

3. Roofs Inspect your roof, or hire a roofing contractor, to check for loose tiles, holes, or other signs of trouble.

4. Retaining Walls Visually inspect all retaining wall drains, surface drains, culverts, ditches, etc. for obstructions or
other signs of malfunction, before the storm season, and after every storm event.

5. Slopes Visually inspect all sloped areas for signs of gullying, surface cracks, slumping etc. Also inspect patios,
retaining walls, garden walls, etc. for signs of cracking or rotation.

6. Bare Ground Make sure your yard does not have large bare areas which could be sources for mudflows during a
storm event. The fall is a good time to put down mulch and establish many native plants; it may be possible to vegetate
these bare areas before the storm season.

7. Storm Drains Visually inspect nearby storm drains, before the storm season and after every rain; if the storm drains
are obstructed, clear the material from the drain or notify Loomis Public Works at 916-652-1840.



